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Synopsis

a ceLots of people have dreams, but C. Vivian Stringer is the dreama ”a coalminera ™s daughter
who believed when her Poppa told her there was no obstacle she could not surmount. And she lives
that dream, teaching others to rise up to meet challenges, turning underdogs into champions again
and againa "on and off the court. This is the quintessential American story, of a woman and of a
family pulling together against the odds. Standing Tall offers an important message of hope to so
many.a « & "John Chaney, Hall of Fame college basketball coachAt a time when heroes are too rare,
C. Vivian Stringer sets a shining example. She has time and again shown character, fortitude, and
heart, both on and off the hardwood, and in the face of unbearable loss. In Standing Tall, she
shares her remarkable life story, inspiring us to find this fortitude within ourselves. & ceWork hard,
and dona ™t look for excuses,a « Stringera ™s parents told her, & ceand you can achieve
anything.a < But her faith and perseverance would be tested many times. A gifted athlete, she had to
fight for a place on an all-white cheerleading squad in the sixties. In 1981, just as her coaching
career was taking off, her fourteen-month-old daughter, Nina, was stricken with spinal meningitis.
Nina would never walk or talk again. Still grieving, Stringer brought a small, poor, historically black

AN

college to the national championshipsa “a triumph hailed as & ceHoosiers with an all-female cast.a ¢
In 1991, her husband, Billa "her staunchest supporter, the father of her children, and the love of her
lifed “fell dead of a sudden heart attack, but that same year, she led yet another young team to the
Final Four. Through these dark times and othersa "including her bout with cancer, shared here for
the first timeé& "Stringer has carried her burdens with grace. Given her history, it was no surprise that
she led her team to respond to Don Imusa ™s slurs with dignity and courage. Standing Tall is a
story of quiet strength in the face of punishing odds. Above all, it is an extraordinary love

storya "love for the game, for the players she has coached, for her close-knit family, and for the

husband she lost far too soon. It will resonate long after the last page.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

Starred Review. Move over, Horatio Alger. Stringer’s inspiring story of rising to the top through hard
work and the love of a close-knit family is one of the strongest sports memaoirs in recent years. The
oldest child in a large family that stressed education, teamwork and dignity, Stringer manifested all
those values in nearly four decades as a basketball coach. As the first coach in NCAA women’s
history to bring three different teams to the Final Four, Stringer has loads of fantastic stories to
share, particularly the turnaround that resulted in the 20064 “2007 Rutgers women moving from the
bottom of their division to the top, winning the nation’s respect even before their dignified response
to Don Imus’s slurs. This memoir is also about winning off the court, as Stringer describes the
heartrending trials that have tested her endurance and faith: a major crisis with each of her three
children; the sudden death of her beloved husband in 1991; and her own quiet struggle with cancer,
discussed openly here for the first time. Karen Chilton’s performance is strong and memorable, and
Stringer herself reads the introduction. Copyright A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed

Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Stringer is the head coach of the womenéa ™s basketball team at Rutgers Universitya "the team that
radio-host Don Imus, in a mean-spirited attempt at humor, disparaged with a crude, racist remark,
setting off a national firestorm. It& ™s to Stringera ™s credit that the Imus incident takes only a few
pages at the end of the book. This is a memoir of a coaching career and a life in which a lout with a
microphone is merely a bump in the road. Stringer recounts her childhood in a small Pennsylvania
mining town with five siblings and parents who prepared their children for success with love and
discipline. After beginning as an unpaid volunteer coach at tiny Cheyney State, Stringer went on to
revive a dormant program at lowa before moving to Rutgers. Along the way, she recounts the
personal tragedies that have paralleled her professional success: an infant daughter who contracted
spinal meningitis; a husband who died at 44; her own bout with breast cancer. This is an emotional
roller coaster of a memoir, but it is told with humor, passion, and gratitude. An inspiring life

storya “and certain to get plenty of attention. --Wes Lukowsky --This text refers to the Hardcover

edition.



As a women’s basketball fan | was familiar with C Vivian Stringer and her Rutgers team. What |
wasn’t familiar with were all the details of her upbringing in a poor but proud family and the struggles
she went through as an African American, wife and mother dealing with a high profile career, iliness
of her daughter, death of her husband and various other unique challenges. Coach Stringer
presents all of her struggles in an honest and humble way. | especially enjoyed reading how she
developed her coaching style over the years and seeing how she put her values into practice. If you
like "overcomer" type stories or sports stories, you'll enjoy this, its the type you can’t put down until
you finish. | can understand now why her players seem to have so much affection and loyalty for

her.

This is a must read book for all those who inspire others and looking for inspiration to persevere
against all odds and still find the courage to give of themselves despite the many obstacles that are
placed before them and those same obstacles to catapult themselves to success while helping to
fulfill the dreams of little girls who have turned into beautiful young women along the way;

Magnificent!

| started following Rutgers Women'’s basketball just a few years ago and wanted to find out what
makes C. Vivian Stringer tick, as well as to catch up on earlier teams that she coached. The book
filled that need admirably. The writing is excellent, details informative and the message uplifting.
She has a stoic and yet combative view of life and her story explains why.No book will ever reveal
what a person is like and if you've ever heard her speak, you know that Coach Stringer has poetry
in her that barely peaks through in the book. Her reaction to the recent Tennessee clock debacle
included, "l seem to have an eraser after my name..."The perpetual struggle that she is involved in
as she coaches and deals with her other challenges and the effect that she has on others is what

she is and she is a treasure.

Most of us heard about her from the fall-out of Don Imus’ disgusting comments regarding her team;
but in her memoir you will learn that the strength of character she showed during those dark days
was ingrained in her from her solid family values. Coach Stringer is a woman whose challenges
have only served to make her stronger, better, wiser. And those of us who are privildged to know
her can only be amazed by her talent, beauty and fortitude. | can honestly say that the C. in C.
Vivian Stringer truly does stand for CHAMPION!



C. Viviens Stringer’s book is written with such exceptional passion for life that you can’t help but feel
it. After reading her book | wanted to cry for joy at all of the lives she has touched and inspired. My
husband devoured it in a few days. Every young person should read this book. Every woman will
feel prouder and every man will be called to a higher standard. Thanks for sharing your amazing
story Vivien. My feelings that we should all "live like we are dying" was embraced by her

experiences.Robin Dilg

A legend in the game....... her concern and compassion for her players and the lessons she imparts
are those that should be learned by the new coaches coming up. Thank you, C. Vivian, for being an

example of a strong woman.

How important it is to have women, young and old, to know the power and authority that lies within
and that you have the perfect example in"the Coach" of all times. Ms Stringer has given us this
jewel at a time more important that any other that | can remember when so many young women are
suffering from low self-esteem and rejection and so many older women are caught in the throws of

life. Thanks to Ms. Stringer we have renewed HOPE!!!

Unfortunately | lost this book and never replaced it. | enjoyed reading the first chapter. Vivian is a
very strong lady and | wanted to read her story. This is not a rating only because | was not able to

read the book.
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